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 Austin Lost Oasis Cave  
  Whirlpool Cave
  Avery Ranch Cave 
  Godwin Ranch
 San Antonio Rolling Oaks 
  Robber Baron Cave
 San Marcos Ezell’s Cave
 West Texas Deep Cave 
  Punkin Cave

The Necessity of Preserving Our Caves 
An important ecological link 
Caves are home to a wide variety of life. 
Bats are a common dweller found in 
caves, and Texas has over 30 bat species. 
During the summer, about 100 million 
bats live in central Texas. Each night,  
these bats will eat an estimated 
2 million pounds of insects! 

Texas also has a wide range of unique 
cave adapted species such as insects, 
blind salamanders, and blind catfish. 

Scientific research in caves tells us 
more about the unique organisms 
living in caves, how caves form, 
and the relationship between 
caves and groundwater.

Millions of Texans depend 
on groundwater
In limestone areas, caves act as conduits 
to rapidly transport water from the 
surface into aquifers. These aquifers 
hold groundwater that millions of 
Texans depend on for drinking water. 
TCMA is active in promoting ways 
to best manage these areas.

We manage and own 
caves throughout Texas
TCMA was founded in 1986 and is 
now one of 34 Texas land trusts. 
TCMA was the first organization in the 
state of Texas dedicated to the study, 
management, and preservation of caves.

Cave acquisition, preservation 
and management 
TCMA continually seeks acquisitions 
of significant cave properties, and 
cultivates relationships with cave 
owners. We consult and advise on 
services such as cave gating, cave 
restoration, trash removal, and non-
native species remediation. 

We are a resource of science, 
technology and experience 
We team with scientists, land owners, 
land stewards, educators, and cavers 
who share a common interest in the 
value our delicate yet crucial Texas 
caves. TCMA promotes education 
through visits to our preserves, 
displays, and public presentations.



Caves are more than a 
vital conduit for valuable 
resources—they are an 

exciting environment for 
recreation and education.

Photo by Jean Krejca

Our Mission
TCMA exists to acquire, conserve, and manage caves, and to 
promote research and education regarding caves and karst 
while providing responsible access to our preserves.

By joining TCMA, you make a difference
TCMA works diligently to preserve and protect our Texas caves and cave 
resources. Your membership in the Texas Cave Management Association 
helps support our efforts. More importantly, as a volunteer you have the 
opportunity to help conserve this fragile and endangered resource.
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Your contributions are tax deductible and are used to support caves,  
cave science, conservation, and educational activities.

Regular $15
A

ssociate (under 21) $10

Institutional $100
Life $500


