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The TCMA Activities Newsletter is t he official publicationof t he
Tazas Cave Management Assodation, a Conserraney Of the
National Speleological Sxiety. Distribution is free to TCMA
o o w1, Associate membership costs $10 annually. Lifetime
membership, in equal $25 installments, is $100. Send
membership requite to TCMA, PO Box 310732, New
Braunfels, TX 78131. Additionad complimentary copies an
distributedon a “wmporary =& at tho Tdter's drsdon to
cave ovner*, NS8 members and internal organizations, and
other* i nvol ved i n cave conservation projects.

COPYRIGHT c 1902 Texas Cave Management Association.
Internal srganisations of the Nationa Spdeologica Society may
reprint any item first appearing in The TCMA Activities
Newsletter as | ong & proper credit is given and a copy of t he
newsletter cntaining the reprinted material is mailedtot he
editor, Other organizations should contact the editar store
reprinting The TC&L4 Activities Newdetter material.

The opinions and methods expressed i n this publication an
0ldy thoes of therespective aLthors, and not of theTexas Cave
Mmz_algement Association or t he Nationa Speleologica Sodety.
The Texas Cave Management Association and the Nationa
Spdeological Society do not endorse, guar ant ee, Or otherwise
certify any such opinion! or methods in any application or

usage.

POSTMASTER Send address changes to the Editor, Jay
Jordan, 1518 Deven Circle, Dallas, TX 75217-1206. Teephone
(214) 398-9272.

DEADLINES Articles, announcements, and material for
publication mint >« submitted t 0 the editor.

EXCHANCES. The Texas Cave Management Association W!
exchange newsletter with other grottos at the Grotto's
discretion. Gnt act the editor.
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DIRECTORS Ron Ralph
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Ja Jorden
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Relevant Cave-orientad Information

Texzas & Northern New Mexico
CAVE RESCUE Call Collect (512) 686-0254
Texas Caver The Texas Caver

UT.Sation

Box 8026

Austin, TX 78713-8026
Texas Speleological Assoc. John Spence

U.T. Station

Box 8026

Austin, TX 78713-8026
National Speleclogical Society NBS
$26/year Cave Avenus

Huntsville, AL 35810

COVER ART: Pen-and-ink drawing by Kenny McGee.

Conservation Calendar
June

7-18 Kant geol ogy workshep, Mammoth Cave, offered
by Center f a Cave and Kant Studies, Western
Iggrnlt( ucky Universty, and Mammoth Cave Nationa

14-90 Speleology workshop, VMlanmoth Cave, offer edby
Center for Caveand Kant Studies, Vst er n Kentucky
University, and Mammoth Cave National Park.

14-90 Exploration of Mammoth Cave, at the park.
Offered by Cant or f a Caveand Kant Studies, Western
grn& ucky University, and Mammoth Cave National

91-97 Carlsbad Cavern Restoration Fidd Camp, New
Maexico. Ot act : Dick Ventsrs, CCRP Coordinator, 410
Stallion R4., Rio Rarare, N 87124-2326.

8-7 National Speleological Seciety 1992 convention,
Salem, I[nd Includes NS8 Conservation and
Management Section sessions and meeting, many other
events.

December
8 Annusl Wayne’s Cavecleanup, Indiana. Sponsoredby

anctlitana Kant Conservancy and Central Indiana
otto.

(Send calendar additions/deletions to the TCA{A Activities
Newdetter editor.)

Next Megting
by 0ZTOTL Staff

Thonot meetingof the Texas Cave Management Association
will =» on Tuesday, Aug. 18 in Austin, Texas. P ease contact
Mike Walsh at TCMA for man infornati on. His telephone
number iS(512) 629-2168.

Medtingsare usually at the Austin Public Library branch on
\llian Cannon in South Astin The meeting will begin

promptly at 7:90 o=,

Braunfels
by Jay Jorden

-~

Tha seekend of Inly 11.12 Dave “Cave” and Barhe McClung,
Sheila Knight and | drove {0 Austin for a megting & Pete
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Strickland’s place near Lake Travis. [2ZES of Austin and San
Antonio === were in attendance for the annual swm and
dideshow party, alongwith a dinner and hot fusdng.

Although we did not go cave explaring that very evening, we
td ked an awfual |ot about caving. Many good caving soots
from Mxico, Newv Mxico, NSS Conventions and elsewhere
were shown. Many 0f the legends of Texas caving were in
attendance. We even saw Tsrry Holsinger (yea, he lives!) at the
party. Another featured attraction, tesides Petds Eighth
Wonder of the CavingWorld = ais &0-fect long concrete dam =
wx4 the Californiaranch-style ~ous he had spent four ywsrs
building on the shores 0f his pond Itisa very attractive, well-
built home wth high cellings, hardwood fleers and lots of
kitchen and livingspace.

Peteand Jocie Ver e |land enough tolet thefour of usstay over
for the night, after the reveling died down about 2am o so.
We awoke retreened and went svimming, then had coffee and
homemade muffins = sourtssy Jocie!

After aleisurely morning, we began drivingeast intoAustin via
the very scenic Ranch Road 2222, then south on the MoPae
Expressway and Capitol of Teras Pakway toward New
Braunfels, st oppi ng at Taco Cabana for a breakfast t aco dong
the way.

We arrived in New Braunfels shortly before noon Sunday, in
time for the Texas Cave Management Assodiaion neeti ng.
Thess in attendance also included: Mike Walsh, Jack Raph,
Alsjandro Yillagomsez, Ron Raph, Carolyn Biegert and Pat
Geary.

After a grilled hamburger luncheon and swimming in the
beautiful, goring-fed Comal River in back of Mikes home, the
TCMA business meeting vas conducted.

Anong items di scussed, the riding | ann mower that TCMA
purchased nas had recent problems Alejandro outlined the
mechanica problemsand proposed that themowe besold, with
proceedsgoi ng to purchase a new mower with warranty. M ke
reported that all but $300 or so of a grant for improving the
« Whirlpool Cave Pressrve property nas been spent, wth
expenditures including the mower, gravel for road bow; ete.
Alejandro’s motion, with a friendly amendment by Jay to asx
the origind mower's sdler for help and/or remuneration,
passed.

Ancther topic involved ongoing talks with a prop;r(ty
management conpany for acquisition of 36 acres of |and,

~—including LSt Oasis Cave in Astin It was moved that Jay

cotact the property management company toiron Out details
surroundingasur vey and title palicy.

Mikes motion to present an applicationfor aconcessonto the
Ts 223 Par ks and Wil dlifeDepartment to run recreational caving
tripein some stats=<sned caves was goproved. Miks said the
plan, if suesssstiul, could .gain
access t0 SOme caves 0N TEXES parks that cavers aren't already
visiting.
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Editor’s Note: FOrnal minutes of the TCM.A meeting will be
published at a later date.

TCMA News

by Jay Jorden

Editor'sNote Her e in anutshell is thelatest TexasCave
M anagement Association Nnew.

The Texas Cave Managament Association board on June
11, 1992 voted toenter into & contract with NationsBank,
through the Federal Deposit [nsurance Corp, for
purchase Of approximately 36 acre* of land in South
Austin, Texas, which indude* Los Ousis Cave.

The cave, which contains a large room and blow a
consi derable quantity of ar, is located next to a
subdivision project and a jumior high school which is
under construction. Mike Warton, an Austin caver and
TCMA nenber, has installed an excellent gate on the
cave. and afence was built to indudethe adjacent land
inside a conpound.

The board net at a meeting room of t he Austin Public
Li brary after member agai nt oured t he cave property.
Menber * ealse visitead the nearby Whirlpod Cave
Preserve, Which is owned and managed by TCMA.

Member* present at the neet i ngi ncl uded Warton, Mike
Walsh, Jack Ralph, Carl Ponebshek and Jay Jorden.
Other were CharlieSavvas and Lee Jay G ave*.

Nore infornation on Lost Cads will become availablein the
coming month, 4 a <leking on the property is scheduled.

TCNMA News A Not e from the

Executive Director
by Jack Relph

Ifs timefor the recreational caving community to take along,
hard look at their level of commitment to the resource that
they depend on for fun and adventure. i contend that if we
don't participateand commit our time, money and energies to
preserving and managing cave resouress they will belost,
period. We will not i nmedi at el y lose access tod | caves;
it will bea gradual processt hr ough " devdopment,”
withdraw! and negl ect. 1fs timefor an" attitude check*.
For too long we have been thinking that maintaining good
caveowner relationsand adheri ng t ot he “take nothing but
pictures ... ® ethic Was suffident precaution and paynent for
visitation and protection. While these are unquestionably

necessary, it's N0 |longer enough.
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Contraryto our impression* within thelimited spher e of
felow cavers, thereisnodear, strongland or retau== ethic
in the United States at thistime. The Nationa
Environmental Policy Act == adopt ed almost 20 years ago,
and it sgll is consdared tO represent a controversy between
public welfareand privateland ownershipri ghts. WWe have
the duty to represent the environmental ethic inherentin this
debate and educate the publie about our position. Due to our
recreational activities, we have an unusual sensitivity to the
consequencesof unregul at ed development on cove resources,
groundwater hydrology, ete.

Gavi ng, however, is not a licensed profession because society
«1 awhole has not recognized the potentialy severe
consequences 0f incompetent resource management. Our
responsibility goes beyond marshalling data and information
and cat a ogi ng thaw taeta, Our responsi bility isto put facts
intoacontext of shared conmuni ty values toaffect
appropriate change, in other words advocacy. Weare
responsiblefor strengt heni ng, at every opportunity, the
resour ce and land ethic that i sdowly developingin our
society. Wear e among the groupd that must leed society toa
recognition that humankind has to become an integral part of
our earth's ecosystem asuffer the consequences of exi stence

on a dyi ng planet.

The TCMA isrelatively new. Asa professond and scientific
society, our mission encompassesscientific study, resource
advocacy and professonal management services. Our
membership include* an extraordinarily diverse group of
skilled people Rs¢ognizdng, motivatingand utilizing the skills
and sxpertiss Of OUr entire membershipiscrucial to our
continued succsss,

Thisnoteis designed t 0 motivateyou t 0 becomea more active
participant in the TCMA. Theissues go beyond recregtion.
Foster policiesencouraging proper management of cave
resources. Canpai gn for effective mitigationof development
projects. Sponsor a cavein your ar ea. Find new members.

Mi nt ai n your own econoni ¢ support of the group. Be part of
the solution. TCMA is »arkng. Wear e aregistered nonprofit
organization. We have theinfrastructureand backgroundt o
facilitateyour conmit nent Call or write, but doit now.

Editor's Nte: The Texas Cave Management Association isa
nonprofit organization that ownsand nanages cave
resources. It isbaaedin Central Texes. Theaddressfor more
information is: PO. Box 310732, New Braunfels, TX 78131.
The phone numbersare (512) 629-2160 or (214) 398-9272.

Bat Research Center

from staff reports

DALLAS = Two scientist! have announced the planned
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congtruction of an International Center for Bat Researca and
Conservation at €Xas 44X University.

Dr. Main D. Tuttle and Dr. David Schmidly are co-directorsof
the new center, termedt he warlds first institution devoted to
studying bate

Two Fart Worth foundations have committed $1 million in
grants t 0 fund joint research and education programsinvolving
bete, includingt he new center, by Texas A&Ms Wildlife and
Fisheries Science Department and the Austin-based Bat
Consarvation Internationd.

"Whiledogsare men's best com zanion animal friend, bats are
man's but ecol ogi cal friend,” Schmidly said. "Bats pollinate
plante, 4i spe s seeds and eat countlesst ons of i rsects, al while
playing a crucial role in perpetuating the sarth’s delicate

ecosystems.”

Announcement of the center and funding by the Sid W.
Richardson and Ban Foundations came May 26 at a Dallas
news conference. |t preceded broadcastof " The Secret World of
Bite, " a CB3 Television Speci al program.

Schmidly, one of the warlds leading authorities on beta, said
they ar e often mi sunder st ood.

"When some peoplesee abat, they immediately conjure up that
itisarabid eniaml and they want toharmit”™ Schmidly said.

In reality, rabies iS N0 more prevalentin bets than in moat
other an nal s.

Schmidly said Texas has more spe<ies of bats= 32 = than any
other state. Texas bat* eat about half a million pounds of
I nsect s each day, accordingt 0 a prepared statementfrom Texas
A&M.

Tattle, founder and executivedirectorof B3, brought Zeie the
bat tot he news conference. His non-profitgroup researchesand
promotes bat conservation.

Tattle, who wa e the book Americals Neighborhood Bits, said
that almost 1,000 kindsof bat s worldwide help maintain many

fragile sosystams.

Bate, in their pollination role, are crudd t o reseeding of rain
forests, many of which are threatened, said Tuttle.

He said Bracken Cave near 8an Antonioi shomet o between 20
million and 40 million hat e, the worlds largest concentration.
But nany species of tats are threatened or endangered,
scientistssay. Othersare now extinct because of slayings or
habitat lossea.

Schmidly, author of The Bats of Texas, said the A&M center
will provideamodd program for conservation efforts.

"Bats areakeystonespeciesin many of theworld's ecosystems;”
said Schmidly, adding that the center will study bets link to
economic development and land management.
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Texas Cave Management
Association: Minutes Of June 11,

1992 Meeting
subnitted by Jack Ralph

— Jay Jorden will draft aletter recruiting Patrons. It should be
ready for tas NSS Convention.

Cave Acquigtion

- Several caves were discussed, but no action was taken on
specificcans until later inthe meeting.

= Mike Wealsh mads amotion that it should be TCMA policyto
actively work toward cave ownership and cave access
agreements. Second by Jay. Motion carried. -

Cave Management

= $366 was spent for liability and medical i nsurance. All TOVA
membersars now covered Wth $1 millionliability and $7%,009
accidental death while conducting TCMA zusiness,

- The 0-9 Well contract isconmng up for renewd soon, Mike
Warton will continue hisstewardship o thisresoures.

Whirlpool Cave Preserve

--"TCMA used $430 of the $1,000 grant from the Wray Trust to
purchasean 18 hersepower riding lawnmower.

— Additiona road 2s material will be purchased to maks an
alls2aean road t 0 the property.

= Dave(the friendly neighbor) asked to borrow the groperty for
the weekend of July 18 for astaff party. Unanimous approval
from the board.

-- |t was propsed that the Sunday following each TOMA regular
meeting be o= aside for the group to meet informdly and
possibly |ead =ins t 0 Whirlpool. Discussion will continue.

Monitoring Activities

.- Peter Mir sh witht he Cityof Astin wasinformed that gate
construction on Midnight Cavewouldhavet 0 be postponed until
September at the earliest. TOMA remains activein pursuing
management activities With the city on other cave projects.

-« Meetingswt h T=xas Par ks and WildlifeDepartment continue
regarding the inspection and magenemtn of the caves an the
Lakeline Mall area. If funding for the projest iS decrsased,
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TQOVA will re-evaluatethe seenomics of the situation.

--Mike Walsh and Gr| Ponebshek Will continue discussions
with the Edwar ds Underground Water District concerningcave
resources iN the recharge ar24.

~TCMA continuest o meet with representatives of the Texas
Nature Conservarcy to strengthen ties and build a closer
working rel ationship.

Membership

-« Jim Wolff completed the new membershiplist Copies were
handed out

Rid i c Rdation*

-- Jay Jorden reports that the Austin American-Stateeman
may o doinganarticle en TCMA soon. No zmors informationis
avalableatth s time.

-« The Patron InformationSheet will be drafted soon.
- Jay hopes that a TCMA newsletter will be published soon.
Education

--Work isunder way t 0 developlesson plansfor middleand high
schools in rural recharge areas concerning the connection of
caves, groundwater and pollution.

- Activities continue to collect all cave-related videosfor the
TCMA library.

Bat Protection

.. David Cooper of Bt Conservation International indicated
that he may join the advisory board for bat conservation. We
look forward to his continued support.

Liaison Activities

-« TPWDand TNC work di scussed further. Additional measures
will 5% taken to secure access to TPWDcaveson behdf of t he
cavers of Taxas, [PWD still seens burdened at rssolving the
questionof liability and habitat protection on the parka

- TOVA vigs contacted by the Karst Waters Institute of West
Virginiato enter irnto a Memorandum 0f Understanding to
{nereass OUr working relationshipwith them. Mike Walsh will
pursue the detailsof the MOU and draft a responss.

Publications

-- A sum of $496 wasspent on initial printing charges toward
completionof the 1989 National Cave M anagement Synposi um
proceedings. Jay isfi ni shing up thelast paper andonly requires
a fina proofreading/editing t0 have a camsra.rsady draft.
Almost $500 morewill b+ reedsd for printing costs. Jay hopes
t o havethe publicationready for the NSS Convention.

= Thenewsletter has &een hindered by insufficientfundingand
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information. Jay asked for material. -- The Bat Publication is coming along.

-- The publication, My Daddy Ve a Caver, isready and will be
for saleat tl]e convention. :

Legal .o 70 ==

= M ke Walsh explained that the nunber of request s for tours

to Whirlpool Cave far outstrips the availability of qualified —
volunteers. Another system must befoundt o compensate those
individuals that have given such a great ded of time and
energy coordinating and leading trips. The legal aspects of
contracting™outfitters' to lead tripsfor compensationis bei ng
explored.

= Theacquisitionof Lost Oasis Cave was discussed. A motion —
was made by Jay Jorden that TCMA pursue acquisition of the

Los Oasis Cave tract I%ursuant to the purchase and sale
agreement with the C and further authorizing Grl
Ponebshek t 0 Si gn the agreement and documents necessary for
cosing. Carl seconded. Passed unanimously.

Miscellaneous

Thenext neeting of the TCMA was set fin- Sunday, July 12, at
noon at ke Walsh's apartment complex swimming pool. THe
meeting Was t o be combined with a swim party and genera
food/BYOB bacchanal. Family members and friends were
invited.

Texas Cave Management Association

1518 Devon Circle AT
Dallas, TX 75217-1205 // g

(214) 398-9272 (Z pw

FIRST CLASS
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