
TCMA auction on tap at 2019 TSACon 
Along with visiting caving friends and learning 
about the latest equipment and techniques in 
technical talks, one of the TSA Spring Conven-
tion’s highlights is the annual TCMA auction. 
No matter what’s up for bid – or who’s doing 
the bidding – this event is always 
fun and entertaining. This year’s 
auction is Saturday night in the 
ampitheater at Kerrville-Schreiner 
State Park. Time? ~7:30 p.m.
Ken Demarest, a Texas Cave 
Management Association board 
member from Austin, will return 
for a second year as auctioneer.
The Texas Speleological Associa-
tion, founded in 1956, has been 
bringing cavers together from 
around Texas for more than 50 
years. TSA Spring convention is 
a great time for all of us to come 
together with family and friends 
to enjoy a banquet; presenta-
tions; workshops; new award 
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Memorials: Remembering Bill Russell, Lee Jay Graves 
 Batty theme: Auctioneer Ken Demarest with assistants at 2018 auction

contenders at the Map & Photo Salon; business 
meetings for TCMA, TSA and other organiza-
tions; plus your favorite vendors.
The spring convention is the annual technical 
[continued on page 2]

We mourn the passing of two Texas caving greats, 
William Hart Russell and 
Lee Jay Graves, who 
were both dedicated 
cave conservationists 
with lasting legacies. 
William – or simply Bill, 
as many knew him – was 
a true caving luminary 
who pioneered cave 
exploration in Texas and 
Mexico starting in the 
1960s. He served re-

peatedly as a Texas Cave Management Association 
officer, including both president and vice president, 
and as a board member. 
Lee Jay, while arriving a bit later on the caving scene, 
nevertheless contributed greatly to cave exploration 
and conservation in Texas, Mexico and elsewhere. He 
was serving as a TCMA board member when he died 
in late November 2018 following a short illness. 
[continued on page 2] 
Inside Passages: 
 • New board members elected       Page 3
 • WNS and TCMA caves  Page 4 William Hart Russell



TCMA Passages                 Page 2

Gearing up for more TCMA auction action  
[continued from page 1]
meeting, featuring presentations on projects 
and information on the scientific aspects of 
caving.
the TCMA, founded in 1986, has a big pres-
ence at TSACon every year. What will come 
up for sale at the auction? Come and find out! 
Some real treasures have surfaced in recent 
years: mint copies of Caver Comix No. 1 (the 
uncensored version); Frank Binney’s Inside 
Earth magazines from the 1970s; rare carbide 
lamps; and more. Bill Steele has auctioned 
off one-of-a-kind, personalized trips to spe-
cial caving destinations. There have also been 
carbide-only excursions - and sometimes, 
cavers have been known to drive the bidding 
high to donate an item just so someone be-
sides themselves gets the pleasure (or pain) 
of owning it. Join the fun ... bring your credit 
card or checkbook! 

[continued from page 1]
William passed away on March 21. Born in 1937 in 
Houston, Texas, to a professional librarian, Leonore 
Schuppert Russell, and a geologist, William Low 
Russell, he grew up in Bryan with his brother, Philip, 
where his father taught at Texas A&M University for 
several decades. 

Their father took the Russell 
brothers on field trips that 
inspired William’s very early 
engagement with caves and 
cave science. After serving 
in the Army in Germany, he 
returned to the University of 
Texas at Austin to complete 
his degree in geography and 
went to work for the Internal 

Revenue Service. 
But his passion was caving, and he became a central 
force in caving, cave exploration, and cave science, 
particularly in Texas and Mexico – a role he played 
for 60+ years, inspiring generations of cavers and 
helping preserve cave data, natural resources, and 
water quality in Austin. He is survived by his brother 
Philip and his life partner Katie Arens. A memorial is 
planned for a later date. Donations in his name may 
be made to one of the cave archive and conserva-
tion groups that he co-founded: Texas Speleological 
Survey (https://texasspeleologicalsurvey.org/), the 
Texas Cave Management Association (https://www.tc-

 Bill Steele with Ann Scott and Kara Dittmer Savvas

macaves.org/), and the Association for Mexican Cave 
Studies (http://www.mexicancaves.org/).
Lee Jay spent a lifetime digging, surveying, studying, 
assessing, and exploring hundreds of caves across 
Texas. He discovered one of the rarest and smallest 
endangered cave spiders in Texas. Friends said of 
Lee Jay that he was very well-versed on all aspects of 
caving. 
Lee Jay considered himself a concensus-builder and 
enjoyed serving TCMA for the last three years. 
He believed in the organization and saw signifi-
cant progress achieved during his tenure. 
Both Lee Jay and Bill have left a void in Texas 
caving by their passing. We are diminished.

Remembering Bill Russell and Lee Jay Graves  

A classic caving story: Bill Russell and Katie Arens

Lee Jay Graves
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New TCMA directors elected to board  

Texas Cave Management Association - a 501(c)3 nonprofit since 1986
Visit us online! http://www.tcmacaves.org/

Officers
Joe Ranzau, president
Linda Palit, vice president
Lindsey Adamoski, secretary
Christi Burrell, treasurer
Directors
Lindsey Adamoski
John Brooks
Christi Burrell
Ken Demarest
Andy Edwards
Amy Morton
Greg Mosier
Linda Palit
Denise Prendergast
Joe Ranzau
Drew Thompson
[plus 1 vacancy]
Committee Chairs
Acquisitions – Greg Mosier
Archives – Amy Morton
Budget – Ron Ralph

Contribute to Passages!
Please send your text and photos to:  
Jay Jorden – jjorden@gmail.com 

TCMA membership info
 Membership Fees:
Regular - $15.00
Institutional (Non-profit) - 
$50.00
Corporate - $100.00
Life (Regular Rate) - $500.00

Joining is easy! Go online at 
www.tcmacaves.org – or send a 
check to:
Texas Cave Management 
Association Inc.
PO Box 7427
Austin, TX 78713

Communications – Jay Jorden
Database – Rachel Davison 
Finance – Joe Ranzau
Fundraising – TBD  
Insurance – Joe Ranzau
Membership – Denise Prendergast
Nominations – Linda Palit 
Preserves Management – Linda Palit
Preserve Managers
Deep and Punkin – Tom Rogers, Rob Bisset 
Ezells Cave – Gregg Williams, Dave Adamoski
Godwin Ranch – Andrea Croskrey
Lost Oasis – Drew Thompson
Robber Baron – Joe Mitchell, Mike Harris
Rolling Oaks – Evelynn Mitchell
UT (Amazing Maze, O-9 Well) – Ben Hutchins
Avery Ranch – Lindsey Luetge 
Whirlpool – Liz Herren 
Wilcox – Ken Demarest  
Webmaster – Andy Edwards
Passages editor – Jay Jorden
Volunteer: email info@tcmacaves.org. 

The results are in, and five cavers have been 
elected to the TCMA Board of Directors in elec-
tronic voting from late last year. They are John 
Brooks, Trevor McClymont, Denise Prender-
gast, Joe Ranzau, and Drew Thompson.
Trevor, a member of the Greater Houston Grot-
to, is a new board member. John, a Dallas-Fort 
Worth Grotto caver, is both a past TCMA presi-
dent and board member. Joe, our current TCMA 
president, was re-relected to a new board term 
along with Denise and Drew. 
Congratulations to these five, and many thanks 
to our election clerks, Matt Zappitello and Ann 
Scott, for tallying the e-voting. 
One vacancy remains on the 
board, resulting from Juliana 
Rincón moving to Costa Rica. 
John previously served as presi-
dent for four years and complet-
ed two terms on the board. 
John, who also served three 
years as Texas Speleological Association presi-
dent, started caving as a student at Texas A&M 
in 1976 and was active in the student grotto 
until graduating in 1981. He relocated to Dal-
las and became an active member of the DFW 
Grotto. He is a longtime architect in the Dallas-
Fort Worth area.
Trevor was introduced to caving by his parents 

at age 8 during a trip to 
Lewis and Clark Caverns 
in Montana. With his wife 
Courtney, whom he met in 
2004, the couple started 
caving together and spent 
their first anniversary at 
Carlsbad Caverns. They’ve 
since caved in multiple 
states around the U.S., 
Puerto Rico, Belize, and 
Western Australia. Join-

ing the Greater Houston Grotto in 2014, they 
became very active in Texas caving.
Trevor’s caving ex-
periences gave him 
a tremendous appre-
ciation for caves, their 
ruggedness and their 
incredible fragility.
Denise, a caver for 
almost 21 years, was 
elected to a second 
term on the board. 
She has a bachelor’s 
degree in geology along with a  keen interest 
in resource conservation and the outdoors. She 
serves on several TCMA committees focused on
[continued on page 4]

John Brooks

Trevor McClymont

Denise Prendergast



TCMA board members’ election results 
[continued from page 3]
membership and fundraising. Denise is also an 
officer of the UT Grotto 
and a past secretary of the 
TSA.
A longtime TCMA trea-
surer, Joe has now been 
focusing his leadership 
skills in sheparding the or-
ganization forward during 
a critical period. He over-
saw the TCMA’s partner-
ship with the TSS to create a permanent home 
for Texas caving, the Texas Speleology Center. 
Also, he is pushing TCMA to continue exploring 
possible acquisitions to its preserves statewide. 
In addition to serving previous terms as a di-
rector and officer of TCMA, Joe has also been 
an officer of both the TSA and the Bexar Grot-
to. He started caving 23 years ago as a tour 
guide at Cave Without a Name and was soon 
participating in caving projects at Kickapoo 

Caverns and at Colorado Bend. Since then, he’s 
been caviing in many special places around the 
U.S., Mexico, and Belize.
Drew has been an active member in the TCMA 
since 2005 and a board member since 2015. 
He currently is employed by the City of Austin’s 
Wildlands Conservation Division as a biolo-
gist specializing in cave sciences. Through 
this work, he monitors and manages Balcones 
Canyonland Preserve caves and other City of 
Austin properties.

Drew has been a part 
of numerous cav-
ing projects in the 
U.S. and Mexico, was 
president of the UT 
Grotto of Austin in 
2016-2017, holds level 
one certification from 
NCRC, and is property 
manager for the Lost 
Oasis Cave Preserve.

or dedicated gear.  
The following is the current preserves manager 
list. Please refer to our website, tcmacaves.
org, for the latest email addresses and updated 
information. 
Robber Baron Cave Preserve – Joe Mitchell 
and Michael Harris 
Rolling Oaks Preserve – Evelynn Mitchell 
Ezell’s Cave Preserve – Gregg Williams and 
Dave Adamoski
UT Lands – Ben Hutchins 
Whirlpool Cave Preserve – Liz Herren 
Avery Ranch Cave Preserve – Lindsey Lu-
etge
Wilcox Cave Preserve – Ken Demarest
Lost Oasis Cave Preserve – Drew Thompson
Godwin Ranch Preserve – Andrea Croskrey 
Deep and Punkin Cave Preserve – Tom Rog-
ers and Rob Bisset

WNS and TCMA caves: our evolving approach 
by Linda Palit
In response to White Nose Syndrome, TCMA 
has been using a number of decontamination 
protocols over the years. However, we have to 
increase our vigilance and preventative efforts 
since the virus is showing up in more and more 
areas of Texas. 
TCMA is aware of the controversy concerning 
the effectiveness of decontamination and the 
many opinions about the role of cavers in the 
spread of WNS. However, as a conservation 
organization, we will follow best practices. 
Our TCMA policy is that all cavers follow sug-
gested decontamination protocols for all gear 
used in TCMA caves. This website provides in-
formation on how to effectively decontaminate:
https://www.whitenosesyndrome.org/static-
page/decontamination-information ...
Generally, gear must be clean and decontami-
nated before coming to the cave. Additionally, 
at the caves we will use alcohol spritz(s) on 
boots and any gear that’s hard to decontami-
nate. Also, individual TCMA preserves will have 
individual procedures according to the current 
risk assessments and the needs of the caves 
involved. Please be certain to check with pre-
serve managers to confirm procedures since 
some caves will have additional requirements 
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Drew Thompson

TCMA at TSACon! 
DON’T MISS our: 
 • TCMA members’ meeting at noon on 
Saturday, location TBD. Come learn about our 
organization!
 • Breakfast, 8-10 a.m. Sunday. Eggs, tacos, 
fruit, yogurt, OJ, coffee. $5 donation, please!
Please  join TCMA if you’re not a member! 

Joe Ranzau


